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are most liable to make afford a converse evidence of the
rule: for these mistakes are invariably examples of the
proverbial maxim, that men judge others ly themselves. Who-
ever is prone to suspect underhand dealings in his neighbour,
is little likely to be of transparent nature himself; and the
sceptical sneer at disinterestedness is not frequent on the
countenance of the unselfish. The piesumptions which we
carry into the phenomena of life, and by which we construe
them, are all drawn from within ; such as we are, such will
our universe be. Criticism then, like chanty, 'begins at
home/ and finds, in our own consciousness, the prototypes
of all the sentiments and springs of action which it re-
detects and appreciates abroad. And censoriousness is a
secondary artifice by which we suborn a true light to give
us a false vision; it is conscience, as it were, turned inside
out, and so looking past the flaws in its instrument as to
mistake them for shadows on the world.

It is necessary, however, to guard this general doctrine
from a misapprehension to which it is easily exposed. In
saying that our moral estimates originate in self-reflection,
I do not mean to maintain that a solitary human being
could have them \ or that there are two appreciable stages
in our actual experience, first of self-judgment, and then,
after an interval, of judgment directed upon others. Doubt-
less, the presence of others is indispensable to the develop-
ment of this part of our nature \ not less than external
physical objects are requisite to the unfolding of our
perceptive power. But in neither case does this circum-
stance entitle the objective factor to any priority, of time,
or of^causality. InbotlTlHBffiSs, it is the means of
discovering us to ourselves : without material things around
us we should not detect the Ego of S*erise; nor," Ivfffitout
fiuman persons before us, the Ego of ConsdffieST"' The
'transition from consciousness to self-consciousness, the con-
version of implicit into explicit experience, always requires
the crossing lines of action and reaction between the inner
and the outer world. But even in perception, the two